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You won’t hear this trio talking about the asperities of
their labor. They’re hardcore enthusiasts in their fields of
specialization, but not to the extent that they torture
themselves, or drive others mad with it. They just love
what they do. They're the creators of the Eco-Drive
SATELLITE WAVE, and the core group for all concept
model projects.

Designer Hideki is the star player at CITIZEN DESIGN
STUDIO in Omotesando, Tokyo. It’s a shame we can’t
share here the original art works supporting his designs,
for they attest to his flawless talent. He’s the one who
supervised the visuals for “Citizen X Appleseed XIII”,
shown at BASELWORLD. Not the sort to explain his
process, he allowed that he used images formed in his
mind automatically, those raised by the ideas of earth and
satellite, light and watch, sun and earth, and so on, all in
as straightforward a way as he could. “Looking back to
the first radio wave-controlled models from 1993, I'm
struck by the cutting-edge design, with the reception
antenna placed at the center of the dial. It is amazing that
you can see the technology front and center like that. I
wanted to carry on thaf kind of feeling.”

That’s how he came up with the spiral around the dial.
It's symbolic, as the actual receptors are within the
movement. Nevertheless it’s an important accent in the
overall design. It conveys two distinct meanings,
representing both the wavelength of the light that

powers the Eco-Drive watch and the satellite signal that
aligns it with the precise time.

Takushi, the engineer, is in some ways Hideki’s
opposite number. Though he sports a more laid-back
demeanor than his colleague, he was able to bring this
colossal timepiece into being, one that coordinates its
movement with a signal in space. “The idea of
connecting satellite and watch has been in play for 20
years in the form of GPS. But GPS demands too great
an electrical charge to apply to watches. Minimizing
the mechanism and maximizing energy efficiency were
tall hurdles. It came to me one day that the
fundamental function of a watch is to display precise
time. So why not focus on that function and nothing
else. I simply homed in on the task of retrieving time
data from a single satellite, and this turned out to be
the winning approach”. Engineers often have the
problem of getting so deeply into their arcane work
that they leave others behind, thereby impeding their
own progress. That’s not true of Takushi, who
possesses the strength and resilience to carry out any
project at hand, seemingly without effort.

Then there is Satoshi, the art director who positions
himself between designer and engineer - figures that
frequently circle like a pair of bulls in a corrida. In the
end they produced the Eco-Drive SATELLITE WAVE,
and it was Satoshi who lit the fire beneath the two,
inspired them, then managed the ensuing creative
struggle. But he did it in an offhand, nonchalant,
graceful way, in the manner of the most skilled
matador.

Satoshi is an adept achiever who contracts the period
from development to final product. He’s a major
booster of the concept model project, and expresses
his enthusiasm in the way he describes the meaning of

" the model. “It’s about surprise,” he says. “Yes, it’s true

that this watch achieves the pinnacle of our company’s
entire motivation, the fusion of technology and beauty.
But I don’t take that peak literally. It’s just a leap, an
innovation, perhaps a revolution, certainly a 21st
century dream watch. In the end, it is about surprise.”
The fourth such, as he explains it. “There were three
past surprises: the arrival of quartz in 1969; analog
solar power in 1976, which evolved into Eco-Drive; and
in 1993 the multi-pole radio wave watch. Seeing
technology progress on this line adds to the appeal of
the watches. This year’s Eco-Drive SATELLITE WAVE
is the fourth surprise in this history”.

It's been eighteen years since the advent of the radio
wave watch. These three members of the next
generation turned their individual worldviews into a
masterpiece that ascends to the next stage in the world
history of watchmaking. %K
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